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Pre- Trip Checklist 
 

Fluids: Check engine oil, coolant, transmission, brake, and windshield wiper fluids.  

Belts & Hoses: Inspect for cracks, leaks, or loose fittings.  

Suspension & Steering: Check under the vehicle for loose bolts, cracks, or worn 
bushings that take a beating on dirt roads.  

Tires: Check the tread on current tires and confirm your full-size spare tire is 
properly inflated and that you have a functional jack and lug wrench.  

Mirrors: Make sure all mirrors are functional, properly adjusted, and clean.   

Gas: Make sure you have enough gas to get to and from destination as well as some 
to spare if you get stuck or have to take detours.  

Destination: Tell someone where you are going and when you will be back.  

Weather: Check weather forecast to prepare for adverse events during trip.  

Maps: Carry GPS Unit, download maps, or have a paper copy of maps.  

Recovery & Emergency Equipment: Carry tow straps, chains, a shovel, tire plug kit, 
portable air compressor, jack, and lug wrench.  

Personal supplies: Pack food, water, extra clothing, broadband radio, and medical 
supplies in the event of becoming stranded.  

Onsite Adjustments Checklist 
 

Tire Pressure: Lower tire pressure to increase tires footprint (and manage 
washboards).   

Secure Cargo: Make sure all gear is strapped down or tightly packed to prevent 
shifting during dangerous projectiles  

Engage 4WD/AWD: Engage this at the start of driving on dirt roads to distribute 
power and improve traction.   

 


