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COMMITTED TO RURAL 
COMMUNITIES AND AGRICULTURE
At Farm Credit, we are dedicated to work in 
partnership with our customers—as we have 
for more than 100 years.



Welcome Letter
WELCOME TO NASHVILLE, TENNESSE! 

Welcome to the Westin Nashville for the FRA 2024 Annual Meeting, held in conjunction with the 2024 Southcentral Region 
Meeting. We are pleased to share a great lineup of speakers and events during your time here. Please remember that sessions 
are open to all unless otherwise noted. 

We will begin Monday, April 29, at 8:00 a.m. with the Southcentral Region Meeting (by registration only). Speakers 
include SmartLam North America’s CEO, Derek Ratchford, who will discuss “U.S. Operations and the Future of Cross-
Laminated Timber/Mass Timber.” A special FRA and University Partnerships Panel will follow. Candice Dinwiddie, Executive 
Director for the Tennessee Forestry Association, and Heather Slayton, State Forester and Assistant Commissioner of the 
Tennessee Division of Forestry, will guide a session on innovative approaches to promote logger safety. Finally, Rebecca 
Barnard, 2024 President of the Society of American Foresters (SAF), will provide an update on SAF activities. At 11:45 a.m., 
the Southcentral Region Steering Committee Business meeting will begin. The Southcentral Region Meeting adjourns at 1:00 
p.m.

Later that day, the 2024 FRA Annual Meeting begins. The FRA Executive Committee will meet to discuss FRA’s current 
financial and operational position and critical industry issues and priorities (by invitation only). Following a Welcome 
Lunch, we invite you to attend the Annual Meeting Kick-Off at 3:00 p.m. with a special video message from Senator Marsha 
Blackburn (R-TN). Following the Senator’s message, Heather Slayton, State Forester and Assistant Commissioner of the 
Tennessee Division of Forestry, will welcome members to Tennessee. The National Public Policy/Advocacy Committee 
Meeting will immediately follow at 3:30 p.m. Les Werner, Director of the Wisconsin Forestry Center, College of Natural 
Resources, UW Stevens Point, will be offering a presentation on the “National Forest Operations Training Coalition: Inception 
and Next Steps.” At 4:15 p.m., Rebecca Barnard, Forestry Certification Manager for Sappi North America, will lead a 
discussion on the EU Deforestation Regulation (EUDR). At 5:30 p.m., all are invited to end the day’s events with a Welcome 
Reception and Dinner on the rooftop terrace.  

Following breakfast on Tuesday, April 30, we will open at 8:00 a.m. with the 2024 Annual Member Meeting immediately 
followed by our first CEO Speaker Session. Brad Southern, Chairman and CEO of LP Building Solutions, will deliver a 
discussion titled “Forester as CEO: Lessons Learned on a Leadership Journey.” At 10:00 a.m., we resume with our Keynote 
Speaker, Curtis Dubay, Chief Economist of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, presenting a national and global economic 
outlook. At 11:00 a.m., the National Operations Committee Meeting begins, where we will hear from Jeff Widmer, Senior 
Business Consultant for Trimble, as he discusses tracking wood from the harvest site to the mill, providing insight into meeting 
geolocation criteria for the EUDR. The Committee Business Meeting will immediately follow these speakers. 

After lunch, we have our second CEO Speaker Session with Lee Ann Steigerwaldt, President and CEO of Steigerwaldt, who 
will join us to discuss “Consulting Business Perspective on Forest and Land Management Changes.” The National 
Supplier/Consumer Relations Committee Meeting begins at 2:30 p.m. with special guest speaker Haroon Syed, VP of 
Dedicated Services for Schneider. Haroon will be presenting on “Maximizing Your Return on Investment with Safety & 
Technology.” We will round out the day with a reception and the National Awards Dinner and THATS Live Auction, beginning 
at 5:30 p.m.  

Wednesday, May 1, starts early with breakfast from 7:00 a.m. and the THATS Foundation Meeting at 7:30 a.m., followed by 
guest speaker Adam Smith, Wood Innovations Specialist for the U.S. Forest Service. The Board of Directors 
Meeting immediately follows, where we will hear and review Committee reports and make the decisions that will guide the 
Association through the year. 

A special thank you to all our sponsors for supporting our Annual Meeting! 

Look to FRA staff if there is anything they can do to make your participation more worthwhile or your stay in Nashville more 
enjoyable. 

Thank you, 

Pete Stewart Tim O’Hara 
FRA Chairman FRA Interim President 



Antitrust Statement 
The Forest Resources Association supports members’ commitment to full compliance with all antitrust laws, whether of state 
or federal jurisdiction, and believes that an active education program to acquaint members with the requirements of these 
laws will foster productive association work while promoting free enterprise. At FRA meetings, there must be no discussions 
related to prices, or terms of purchase or sale, of products FRA members buy and sell or of other matters which might inhibit 
the competitive workings of the free market, including actions which may divide markets or create boycotts. The meeting 
secretary, or anyone attending the meeting, may interrupt the meeting if at any time he or she feels discussion is creating the 
possibility of an anticompetitive situation, or the appearance of one. 

Basic Principles
FRA meetings offer an important opportunity for education, exchange of ideas, networking with fellow industry members, and 
engagement with colleagues. Our hope is that each attendee will benefit from their participation. In this light and with the goal 
of ensuring that the meeting is welcoming and inclusive for all, FRA puts forward the following guidelines for professional 
conduct: 

• Maintain professional behavior. Avoid conduct that can create an offensive environment. Our remarks and

interactions with all attendees must be professional at all times. Treat other attendees with dignity and respect and

work to develop conditions of respect, acceptance, and trust both within official events and at surrounding activities

(receptions, offsite visits, etc.)

• Respect the agenda. Make sure to follow the agenda which details which items are listed for discussion, and which

items involve decisions.

• Be open to consensus. Keep an open mind that there probably is an acceptable decision that everyone can support,

even if some degree of compromise is required.

• Listen actively to others. Listen to understand what is being said instead of thinking of how to respond to statements

others have made.

• Manage your own input – no long speeches. Be clear in thought when you have the opportunity to give your

opinion.

• Strive to meet the stated purpose and expected outcomes of the meeting. If you can achieve this, then the

meeting will be successful. If you get stuck with difficult discussion, refer to the purpose and expected outcomes to re-

focus energies.

• Leave the meeting with a clear sense of next steps. Make notes of who is responsible to do what and by when --

include this information in meeting minutes.

• Discussions will be treated as confidential as appropriate.

If for any reason you feel uncomfortable with any behavior, please feel encouraged to reach out to an FRA staff member. 





Hotel Map 

The Westin Nashville, Tennessee 



Meeting Agenda 
FRA 2024 ANNUAL MEETING 

In conjunction with the FRA 2024 Southcentral Region Spring Meeting 

Monday, April 29 – Wednesday, May 1, 2024 

The Westin Nashville – Nashville, TN 

“Sustaining Progress, Navigating Change” 

All times are listed in Central 

MONDAY, APRIL 29 ROOM 

8:00AM – 5:00PM Registration Vanderbilt Prefunction  

FRA 2024 Southcentral Region Meeting 

8:00AM – 9:30AM Southcentral Region Meeting Awards Breakfast Vanderbilt III-V 

9:30AM – 11:45AM Southcentral Region Meeting  Vanderbilt III-V 

9:30AM – 10:15AM SmartLam’s US Operations and the Future of Cross-Laminated 
Timber/Mass Timber 
Derek Ratchford – CEO, SmartLam North America 

10:15AM – 11:00AM FRA & University Partnerships: Can the Timber Harvesting & 
Procurement Short Course Be a Model for Future Collaboration?  
Dr. Dale Greene – Retired Dean, Warnell School of Forestry & Natural 
Resources, University of Georgia 
Dr. Tom Gallagher – Emeritus Professor of Forest Operations, Auburn 
University 
Panel Moderator:  Dr. Joe Conrad – Associate Professor of Forest 
Operations, Warnell School of Forestry & Natural Resources,  
University of Georgia 

11:00AM – 11:30AM An Innovative Approach to Promote Logger Safety 
Candace Dinwiddie – Executive Director, Tennessee Forestry 
Association 
Heather Slayton – State Forester and Assistant Commissioner, 
Tennessee Division of Forestry  

11:30 AM – 11:45 AM   Society of American Foresters (SAF) Update 
Rebecca Barnard – 2024 President, Society of American Foresters 

11:45AM – 1:00PM Southcentral Region Steering Committee Business Meeting Vanderbilt III-V 

1:00PM  Southcentral Region Meeting Adjourns 



Meeting Agenda 

MONDAY, APRIL 29 ROOM 

FRA 2024 Annual Meeting 

11:30AM – 2:30PM Executive Committee Meeting with Working Lunch Gulch I-II 
By Invitation Only 

12:30PM – 2:00PM Welcome Lunch Gulch III 

3:00PM – 3:30PM FRA 2024 Annual Meeting Kick-Off Vanderbilt III-V 
Senator Marsha Blackburn (R-TN) - Video Welcome Message  
Heather Slayton - State Forester and Assistant Commissioner, Tennessee Division of Forestry 

3:30PM – 5:00PM National Public Policy/Advocacy Committee Session Vanderbilt III-V 

3:30PM – 4:15PM National Forest Operations Training Coalition: Inception and 
Next Steps 
Les Werner- Director of Wisconsin Forestry Center, College of Natural 
Resources, UW Stevens Point 

4:15PM – 5:00PM The EU Deforestation Regulation (EUDR) 
Rebecca Barnard – Forestry Certification Manager, Sappi North 
America 

5:00PM – 5:15 PM Committee Business Meeting 

5:30PM Welcome Reception & Dinner  L-27 Roof Terrace

From 7:00 PM Enjoy Broadway at your Leisure 

TUESDAY, APRIL 30 ROOM 

7:00AM – 5:30PM Registration  Vanderbilt Prefunction 

7:00AM – 8:00AM Breakfast Gulch  

8:00AM – 8:45AM FRA Annual Member Meeting Gulch  

9:00AM – 9:45AM CEO Speaker Session:  Vanderbilt III-V 
Forester as CEO: Lessons Learned on a Leadership Journey 
Brad Southern – Chairman and CEO, LP Building Solutions 

10:00AM – 10:45AM Keynote Speaker Session: Vanderbilt III-V 
Economic Outlook – How Stable is the U.S. Economy?  
Curtis Dubay – Chief Economist, U.S. Chamber of Commerce 

10:45AM – 11:00AM Break 



Meeting Agenda 

TUESDAY, APRIL 30 ROOM 

11:00AM – 12:30PM National Supplier/Consumer Relations Committee Meeting SoBro 

11:00AM – 11:45AM Tracking Wood from Harvest Site to the Mill: Meeting 
Geolocation Criteria for EUDR 
Jeff Widmer - Senior Business Consultant, Trimble 

11:45AM - 12:30PM Committee Business Meeting 

12:30PM – 1:30PM Lunch Gulch 

1:30PM – 2:15PM CEO Speaker Session: Vanderbilt III-V 
Consulting Business Perspective on Forest and Land Management Changes 
Lee Ann Steigerwaldt – President and CEO, Steigerwaldt  

2:30PM – 4:00PM National Operations Committee Meeting SoBro 

2:30PM – 3:15PM Changing the Narrative:  Safety & Sustainability 
Haroon Syed – VP of Dedicated Services, Schneider 

3:15PM - 4:00PM Committee Business Meeting 

5:30PM – 6:15PM Reception Vanderbilt Prefunction 

6:15PM National Awards Dinner and THATS Live Auction Vanderbilt 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 1 ROOM 

7:00AM – 9:00AM Breakfast Gulch 

7:30AM – 9:00AM THATS Foundation Meeting SoBro II 

9:00AM – 9:30AM Speaker Session: Gulch 
Wood Innovations Program: Impacts and Opportunities 
Adam Smith - Wood Innovations Specialist, U.S. Forest Service 

9:30AM – 11:30AM Board of Directors Meeting  Gulch 

11:30AM FRA 2024 Annual Meeting Adjourns 

Meetings are open to all unless otherwise stated. 



‭Connecting the forest,‬‭every step of the way.‬

‭Who‬‭we are‬

‭We are experts in the forestry supply chain.‬ ‭We know what makes  it tick, we design the systems that keep‬
‭all  parties connected and‬‭we have decades of  first-hand insights‬‭into how to avoid the  missteps that result‬
‭in costly downtime, needless injuries and  frustrated customers.  Our technology connects people, products‬
‭and processes  to empower.‬

‭What‬‭we do‬

‭Trimble‬‭®‬‭Forestry provides  an‬‭adaptive, flexible, industry‑leading  technical ‘backbone’‬‭to the forestry supply‬
‭chain that is so integral  you may not know it’s  there. However, what’s  clearly evident is the  critical intel our‬
‭system  generates so your team  can make informed,  data-driven decisions  in real time‬‭that drive‬
‭productivity, profitability  and sustainability gains.‬

‭Our brand‬‭promise‬

‭Trimble connects the  entire forestry supply  chain.‬‭Our solutions  enable customers to ‘listen to their‬
‭forest’‬ ‭to ensure every link of  the chain is optimized  for efficiency, every connection is seamless  and‬
‭sustainability is  embedded every step  of the way. By leveraging  digital workflows to connect and optimize‬
‭the raw materials procurement process,  Trimble Forestry solutions‬ ‭enhance transparency,  reduce‬
‭human error and  drive new efficiencies‬‭that enhance productivity and profitability.‬

‭What it means‬

‭We bring the expertise,  experience‬‭and proven  solutions that will optimize every link in your forestry supply‬
‭chain.  The result?‬‭A connected  operation that’s seamless, streamlined  and sustainable every  step of the‬
‭way.‬

‭Why‬‭it matters‬

‭Regardless of how lumber  is used or where it ends  up, it all starts in a forest.  And since it can take many  forms‬
‭and end up in many  places, tracking the wood  from forest to finish‬‭helps  maximize efficiency  throughout‬
‭the entire  process,‬‭while providing  end consumers with a  line of sight into each log’s  journey. Each journey‬
‭may be different, but  with Trimble technology  you and customers will  have the‬‭confidence  of unparalleled‬
‭transparency, every  step of the way.‬

‭For more information go to‬‭www.trimbleforestry.com‬

http://www.trimbleforestry.com/
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