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Welcome Letter 
 

 
WELCOME TO WASHINGTON, DC! 

 
Welcome to the Phoenix Park Hotel in Washington, DC, for the Forest Resources Association’s 
2023 Fly-In and Fall Board Meeting. Every two years, we come together in Washington, DC, to 
present the message of the wood supply chain in a unified voice. If you have been to a FRA Fly-In 
before, we appreciate your continued advocacy and welcome the new industry advocates attending.  
 
We will start this year’s program with a Welcome Lunch on Tuesday while the Executive 
Committee meets to review FRA’s current financial position and discuss the association’s operations 
(by invitation only). Ed Gilroy, SVP of Legislative Affairs, American Trucking Associations, will 
be our guest speaker to kick off the Legislative Fly-In preparation session. Attendees will have the 
opportunity to hear Ed’s views on the challenges faced by the trucking industry, with discussions on 
workforce, outlook, legislation, and proposed regulations that may impact the trucking industry.  
 
Also on Tuesday, to ensure you are well prepared for our day of advocacy, there will be a Legislative 
Fly-In Preparation meeting from 2:30 pm - 4:30 pm. This is a can’t-miss chance to review the issues 
we will be taking to the Hill and receive important informational packets with schedules and guides 
to your Fly-In meetings. Finally, we will close out the opening day at the Capitol Hill Club, where Rep. 
Lori Chavez-DeRemer (R-OR-5) will address our group. Congresswoman Chavez-DeRemer is a 
strong advocate for forest management and a sponsor of the Jobs in the Woods Act, legislation 
that FRA worked on in conjunction with her staff to draft and have introduced.  
 
Wednesday morning starts with a Fly-In Team Breakfast before heading out for a day of Hill 
meetings. We have had some great successes advancing our issues in Congress, and with your added 
voice, we hope to add to that momentum. Each of you has the opportunity to meet with 
representatives and their staff to put a ‘boots on the ground’ face to the issues of importance in the 
forest products industry. After a busy day on the Hill, there will be a reception and dinner at the 
Phoenix Park Hotel with special guest speaker Rep. Tom Tiffany (R-WI-7). 
 
Following breakfast on Thursday, there will be a Fly-In Debrief where our fly-in teams will give an 
overview of their meetings, followed by the Board of Directors Meeting featuring reports from the 
FRA national committees. The FRA Southeast Region Steering Committee will convene upon the 
conclusion of the National meeting.  
 
A special thank you to our sponsors for supporting this important meeting! 
 
Look to FRA staff if there is anything they can do to make your participation in our Fly-In and Fall 
Board meeting more effective or your stay in Washington, DC, more enjoyable. 
 
Thank you, 
 

                  
Pete Stewart      Deborah Hawkinson 
FRA Chairman      FRA President 



Antitrust Statement 

 

 

The Forest Resources Association supports members’ commitment to full compliance with all antitrust laws, whether of state 
or federal jurisdiction, and believes that an active education program to acquaint members with the requirements of these 
laws will foster productive association work while promoting free enterprise. At FRA meetings, there must be no discussions 
related to prices, or terms of purchase or sale, of products FRA members buy and sell or of other matters which might inhibit 
the competitive workings of the free market, including actions which may divide markets or create boycotts. The meeting 
secretary, or anyone attending the meeting, may interrupt the meeting if at any time he or she feels discussion is creating the 
possibility of an anticompetitive situation, or the appearance of one. 
 

Basic Principles 

FRA meetings offer an important opportunity for education, exchange of ideas, networking with fellow industry members, and 
engagement with colleagues. Our hope is that each attendee will benefit from their participation. In this light and with the goal 
of ensuring that the annual meeting is welcoming and inclusive for all, FRA puts forward the following guidelines for 
professional conduct: 
 

• Maintain professional behavior. Avoid conduct that can create an offensive environment. Our remarks and 

interactions with all attendees must be professional at all times. Treat other attendees with dignity and respect and 

work to develop conditions of respect, acceptance, and trust both within official events and at surrounding activities 

(receptions, off-site visits, etc.) 

• Respect the agenda. Make sure to follow the agenda which details which items are listed for discussion, and which 

items involve decisions.  

• Be open to consensus. Keep an open mind that there probably is an acceptable decision that everyone can support, 

even if some degree of compromise is required. 

• Listen actively to others. Listen to understand what is being said instead of thinking of how to respond to statements 

others have made. 

• Manage your own input – no long speeches. Be clear in thought when you have the opportunity to give your 

opinion. 

• Strive to meet the stated purpose and expected outcomes of the meeting. If you can achieve this, then the 

meeting will be successful. If you get stuck with difficult discussion, refer to the purpose and expected outcomes to re-

focus energies. 

• Leave the meeting with a clear sense of next steps. Make notes of who is responsible to do what and by when -- 

include this information in meeting minutes. 

• Discussions will be treated as confidential as appropriate. 

 



Meeting Agenda 

 

 

FRA 2023 LEGISLATIVE FLY-IN AND FALL MEETING 

PROGRAM OF EVENTS 

Sessions are open to all unless otherwise stated. 

All times are listed in Eastern 
 

 

Tuesday, September 26       Room     

10:00am – 5:00pm Registration       Grand Ballroom 

11:00am – 1:30pm Executive Committee Meeting with Working Lunch   Georgian 

(By Invitation Only) 

12:30pm– 1:30pm Welcome Lunch      Grand Ballroom 

1:30pm – 1:45pm Meeting Kick Off      Grand Ballroom 

1:45pm – 2:30pm Guest Speaker:       Grand Ballroom 

   Ed Gilroy – SVP of Legislative Affairs, American Trucking Associations 

2:30pm – 4:30pm Legislative Fly-In Preparation     Grand Ballroom 

5:00pm – 8:00pm Reception and Dinner at the Capitol Hill Club  Lincoln/Grant/McKinley 

300 First Street SE 

   Guest Speaker: Rep. Lori Chavez-DeRemer (R-OR-5) 
 

 

Wednesday, September 27 
7:30am – 8:30am Fly-in Team Breakfast       Grand Ballroom  

9:00am – 5:00pm Capitol Hill Legislative Fly-In     Offsite   

5:15pm – 6:15pm Reception       Powerscourt   

6:15pm – 8:00pm Dinner        Grand Ballroom 

   Guest Speaker: Rep. Tom Tiffany (R-WI-7) 
 

 

Thursday, September 28 
7:00am – 8:00am Breakfast        Grand Ballroom 

8:00am – 9:00am Fly-In Debrief       Grand Ballroom  

9:15am – 11:00am Board of Directors Meeting     Grand Ballroom 

11:00am  FRA Fall Meeting Adjourn 

11:00am – 12:30pm FRA Southeast Region Steering Committee Meeting  Grand Ballroom 

12:30pm – 1:30pm FRA Southeast Region Steering Committee Lunch  Dubliner 

 



Hotel Map 

 

 

Phoenix Park Hotel Meeting Room Maps 

 

Phoenix Park 1st Floor Meeting Spaces: 

 



Hotel Map 

 

 

 

 

Phoenix Park 2nd Floor Meeting Spaces: 

 



Speaker Bios 
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Thank You To Our Sponsors 
 
 

 



COMMITTED TO RURAL 
COMMUNITIES AND AGRICULTURE
At Farm Credit, we are dedicated to work in 
partnership with our customers—as we have 
for more than 100 years.



NEW SAW TEETH FROM JOHN DEERE
Make your feller head feel like new with the best saw teeth from Deere. 

Stronger metal and sharper edges to maximize efficiency and productivity. 
The broader selection lets you fine tune your equipment to each project.



Thank You For Joining Us 
 

 



Thank You For Joining Us 
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