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BACKGROUND
On a fall day in the Pacific Northwest the victim had been 
operating a yarder, on a timber sale, until the shutdown 
whistle (for fire season restrictions), alerted the two choker 
setters to head up to the landing.  The loader operator had 
broken a hydraulic hose on a limb that was sticking out of 
a deck of logs at the landing. The loader operator asked 
the yarder engineer to help him get the hose fixed. The 
two worked together and fixed the hose.  Weather was not 
considered a factor.

PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS
Experience and training of the crew is unknown.

UNSAFE ACTS AND CONDITIONS
The yarder engineer picked up one of the landing saws 
and went over near the log loader to flush cut the butt 
end(s) of the decked trees/logs. The loader operator 
walked over to the log loader and climbed up into the cab. 
The log loader operator started up the machine and 
rotated the log loader to the left to move the grapples over 
the landing where trees were laying for processing.

ACCIDENT / INJURY
As the log loader was rotating, the victim, who was 
standing behind the log loader, was struck and crushed 
between the right corner of the log loader’s counterweight 
and the butt end of a log, causing serious injury that 
resulted in lacerations to his back and internal abdominal 
damage.  It is unknown if the employee ever returned to 
work.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CORRECTION
Workers on the ground near operating machines should 
never approach within range of the machine without 
receiving visual acknowledgment from the operator that the 
operator understands their intention.

Machines operated close to each other should always be 
separated by enough distance to prevent nearby personnel 
from getting pinned, struck by, or crushed, during 
operation.  An unimpaired horizontal clearance of not less 
than three (3) feet should be maintained between the 
rotating superstructure of any machine and any adjacent 
object or surface.

The supervisor on site should be provided with adequate 
information to acknowledge that an employee would be in 
a hazardous location, and potentially injured, when the log 
loader was moved or rotated.

SOURCE
https://osha.oregon.gov/forestactivities/
FA-2020-317727919.pdf
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