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CHIP VAN DRIVER INJURY WHILE ROLLING-UP A 
VAN TARP COVER WEIGHTED DOWN WITH SNOW
Reviewed by: Tim O'Hara, FRA Manager Lake States Region, tohara@forestresources.org 
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BACKGROUND
On a December morning in the Lake States Region, a truck 
operator was preparing his truck for the workday. The night 
before, the driver had left the tarp of a 53-foot chip unrolled. 
It snowed the prior evening.

PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS
The 54-year-old male employee of the logging company 
was an experienced truck operator.

UNSAFE ACTS AND CONDITIONS
Snow and ice can make for unsafe conditions. At the end of 
the workday, the driver had parked the tractor-trailer and 
left the tarp cover on the van, and did not secure the tarp by 
rolling it up. Overnight it had snowed. Snowfall had 
accumulated on the tarp by the next morning.

ACCIDENT
While preparing to leave, the employee began to roll the 
tarp up into a secure position. While cranking the tarp, the 
handle snapped due to the excess weight of the snow. This 
caused the employee to fall to the ground.

INJURY
The employee broke his wrist. The injury required surgery 
and a recovery period of 4-6 weeks.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CORRECTION
• If available, park truck and trailer in a covered building

or shelter overnight.
• When parking the vehicle, roll up the tarp to prevent

snow accumulation.
• When snow and ice conditions are present, be sure to

assess the situation and increase your awareness of
hazards.

• Wear proper footwear for the working conditions.
• Attach ice cleats to boots during icy conditions.
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